=2 SALIA - 2510|28t5|K| M 142 M35 2011, 144-151 L2 MU

rol

2 2 &-2 5 8-2 8 o

ot Zofel, sodabdsh et

Comparison of Attitudes of Nursing Students toward Death,
Self-esteem and Life Satisfaction according to Clinical Experience

Soon Hee Kim, R.N., M.S.N., Dong-Hee Kim, R.N., Ph.D. and Hyun-Mi Son, RN., M.S.N.*

College of Nursing, Pusan National University, Busan,
*Department of Nursing, Youngsan University, Yangsan, Korea

Purpose: This study was conducted to compare nursing students' attitudes toward death, self-esteem and life
satisfaction according to clinical experience. Methods: We surveyed 1,030 nursing students from two different
universities with a questionnaire consisting of items regarding attitudes toward death, self-esteem and life
satisfaction. The data were analyzed using a PASW program. Results: Students with clinical experience scored
2.85 on the attitude toward death, while those without clinical experience scored 2.79 (t=2.775, P=0.000).
Students with clinical experience had significantly higher self-esteem (t=4.541, P<0.001) and life satisfaction
(t=4.050, P<0.001) than those without it. Students with clinical experience showed correlations between attitude
toward death and self-esteem (r=0.159, P<<0.001) and life satisfaction (r=0.090, P=0.025), while those without
it did not (r=0.106, P=0.014). Conclusion: These results provide guidance for developing educational strategies
such as educational program to help students build positive attitude toward death through their experience in
clinical practice. (Korean J Hosp Palliat Care 2011;14:144-151)
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Table 1. General Characteristics.

Experienced* UnexperienceclT

Characteristics xz/t P
N (%) N (%)
Gender
Male 38 (6.3) 33 (7.7) 0.76  0.383
Female 564 (93.7) 395 (92.3)
Age
Mean+SD 21.92+3.11 19.81+2.55 11.81 <0.001
Religion
Yes 319 (53.0) 202 (47.2) 3.36 0.067
No 283 (47.0) 226 (52.8)
Economic level
High 10 (1.7) 11 (2.6) 1.41 0.494
Middle 496 (82.5) 355 (83.1)
Low 95 (15.8) 61 (14.3)
Health condition
Good 306 (60.8) 199 (46.6) 1.81 0.404
Moderate 238 (39.5) 182 (42.6)
Bad 58 (9.6) 46 (10.8)
Parent' alive
Both 554 (92.2) 401 (93.9) 3.21 0.361
Only father 11 (1.8) 3 (0.7)
Only mother 36 (6.0) 23 (5.4)
Harmony of family
Harmony 426 (70.9) 292 (68.2) 0.85 0.653
Moderate 151 (25.1) 118 (27.6)
Disharmony 24 (4.0) 18 (4.2)

Admission decisions
which affected people

None 173 (28.8) 113 (26.5) 273 0.256

Advice of parents 263 (43.8) 209 (48.9)

Advice of others 165 (27.5) 105 (24.6)

Motivation of nursing

Easy to get a job 420 (69.9) 310 (73.3) 1.85  0.603
Want to be a nurse 91 (15.1) 61 (14.4)

Religious purpose 24 (4.0) 15 (3.5)

Others 66 (11.0) 37 (8.7)

Satisfaction of nursing

at now

Satisfaction 334 (55.5) 177 (41.5)  20.63 <0.001
Moderate 204 (33.9) 181 (42.4)

Dissatisfaction 64 (10.6) 69 (16.2)

*Experienced (N=602, 58.4%), TUnexperienced (N=428, 41.6%).
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Table 2. Comparison of Attitudes to Death, Self-esteem, Life Satisfaction
according to Clinical Practice Experience.

Experienced* UnexpelriencedJr

Item t P
Mean+SD Mean£SD
Attitude to death 2.85+0.33 2.79+0.35 2.78 0.006
Self-esteem 2.9810.41 2.87£0.39 454 <0.001
Self-worth 3.20+0.44 3.12+0.43 2.88 0.004
Self-acceptance 2.77+0.45 2.62+0.42 5.43  <0.001
Life satisfaction 3.60+0.54 3.46%0.57 4.05 <0.001
Self-satisfaction 3.9940.67 3.82+0.72 391 <0.001
School life satisfaction 3.42+0.82 3.19+0.87 4.24  <0.001
Family satisfaction 3.79+0.84 3.75+0.86 0.82 0.415
Friend satisfaction 3.98+0.68 3.89+0.69 2.18 0.030
Society satisfaction 2.82+0.87 2.65+0.88 3.11 0.002

*Experienced (N=602), T Unexperienced (N=428).
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Table 4. Correlation among Attitudes to Death, Self-esteem, and Life Satisfaction.

Experienced*

Unexperienced f

Item
Self-esteem r (P)

Life satisfaction r (P)

Self-esteem r (P) Life satisfaction r (P)

Attitude to death 0.16 (<0.001) 0.09 (0.025) 0.11 (0.014) 0.04 (0.326)
Self-esteem 0.53 (<0.001) 0.59 (<0.001)
Life satisfaction
*Experienced (N=602), TUnexperienced (N=428).
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